
W. P. Clarke,  B e l l e v i l l e ,  Ont. 

September 27, 1593. 

Has been f i s h e r y  overseer fo r  3 years  o f  

t h a t  p a r t  of the Bay of Quint& extending f r o m  

Deseronto to Trenton, on b o t h  s ides ,  

Four kind8 o f  f i ah ing  a r e  c a r r i e d  on i n  

t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  v i z :  with hoop n e t s ,  s e ines ,  

g i l l  n e t s ,  and night  l i n e s ,  

The he r r ing  do not come up i n t o  t h i s  

d i s t r i c t  before t h e  middle o f  October, and i t  

i s  eene ra l ly  l a t e r .  Most f i s h i n g  i s  done 

during November f o r  t h i s  species .  I t  remains 

here more o r  l e s s  u n t i l  the  i ce  forms,  a f t e r  

which no f i s h i n g  i s  done. An occasional  

specimen only is taken i n  the  spr ing,  when 

f i a h i n g  f o r  o ther  th ings ,  The e a r l y  s p r i n g  

net t ing a l l  s tops  by A p r i l  15. 

* 
The h e r r i n g  average about 100 f i s h  t o  4 5  

pounds. Their range i n  l eng th  is probably 



2 

from 10 t o  14 inches. 
6 

They come t o  t h i s  region t o  spawn, but 

a r e  given no p ro tec t ion  b y  law. 

Most o f  the he r r ing  here  a re  caught i n  

s e i n e s ,  which a r e  used the e n t i r e  length  o f  t he  

d i s t r i c t  on b o t h  s ides .  The outer  l i m i t  o f  

the  haul ing grounds i s  about 18 f e e t ,  which i s  

a l s o  the average of tha deepest water i n  t h i s  

d i s t r i c t .  The shore is bordered w i t h  lime 

Q) 

stone. As soon a s  you pass beyond t h i s  lime 

s tone ,  the  bottom near ly  everywhere c o n s i s t s  

of a s o f t  black mud. 

The se ines  measure f rom 30 t o  40 r o d s  

long, and 13 t o  14 f e e t  deep i n  the bunt. 

The mesh is  2 1/2 inch ( e x t .  ) i n  t h e  bunt ,  

increas ing  t o  4 inches i n  the  w i n g s .  The 

h e r r i n g  would pass through any l a r g e r  mesh than 

t h i s .  The Government had intended t o  enlarge 

the  meah, but t h e  Minis ter  of F i s h e r i e s  was i n  

Bel lev i l le  a few days ago, and the  matter  being , 
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brought t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n ,  i t  i s  poss ib le  t h a t  

they may extend the time during which the 6 

present  mesh may be used. 

Do not begin to use the seines  u n t i l  about 

October 15. They now s top  using them November 

1, and if December i s  favorable  m a y  f i sh  some 

i n  t h a t  month, but the i c e  be r ins  t o  f o r m  about 

December 10. 

Previous t o  1892 the  seines were employed 

through Xovember. 

Many whitef ish a re  t a k g n  i n  the se ines ,  

and t h i s  was espec ia l ly  the case when t h e y  

were used during November. 

Seining is ca r r i ed  on b o t h  d a y  and n ight .  

I n  some p laces  they do best  a t  n igh t ,  and most 

of t he  se in ing  is  done i n  t h e  night time. 

The season is so short  that every e f f o r t  i s  put 

f o r t h  t o  make the  bes t  of i t .  
ct 

All gill n e t s  f o r  he r r ing  a r e  s e t  i n  t he  

Big Bay, which ends about 8 miles  above 

Deeeronto. They a re  prohib i ted  i n  the L i t t l e  
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Bay,  which i s  that pa r t  above Rig Bay. 
k 

The mesh of the g i l l  n e t s  measures from 

2 l/2 t o  2 3/4 inches ( ex t .  ). They are about 

3 f e e t  deep. The length  v a r i e s ,  but about 1 

pound of' n e t t i n g  (Scotch l i n e n )  i s  used f o r  a 

ne t .  

Each l i c e n s e  l i m i t s  t he  amount of n e t t i n g  

t o  a person t o  100 r o d s ,  but no one can t e l l  

how much is a c t u a l l y  used. 

They a r e  s e t  i n  depths of  10 t o  18 f e e t  

approximately. 

The new regu la t ion ,  taking e f f e c t  t h i s  

yea r ,  requires t h a t  the  mesh o f  gill n e t s  ahall 

measure not l ess  than 3 1/8 inch. The regula-  

t i o n  a ize  h i t h e r t o  has  been 3 1/4 inch, but 

notwithstanding t h i s  they have been using only 

2 1/2 t o  2 3/4 inch mesh. 
I$ 

With 3 1/8 and 3 1/4 inch meah they would 

a s t c h  many whi t e f i sh ,  including the smallest  

s i z e s  which come i n t o  t h e m  waters,  namely 

1 l/2 t o  1 ;3/4 pOWd8. 
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W i t h  2 1/2 to 2 5/4 inch mesh, used at 

presen t ,  they catch no whi te f i sh ,  un le s s  it  
b 

may be an occasional one which becomes e n t a n g w  

b y  one o f  i t s  f i n s .  The mesh is t o o  mal1 for 

t ! m m  t o  g i l l  r egu la r ly .  

The 3 */8 t o  3 1/4 inch mesh would l e t  

throu@ a l l  the s i z e s  o f  he r r ing  which come 

i n t o  t h i s  p a r t  of' the Bay, but they have never  

used those s izes .  

No small whitef ish come i n t o  t h i s  p a r t  o f  

the  bay, only the  a d u l t s  which come up t o  

spawn. 

The use  o f  2 1/2 t o  2 3/4 inch mesh gill 

n e t s  durine November would, t he re fo re ,  cause no 

i n j u r y  t o  the whitefish.  

We contends, therefore ,  t h a t  the  smaller 

mesh g i l l  n e t s  a r e  the p re fe rab le  ones for t h i s  

diitrict. They rill take only her r ing ,  while 

the l a r g e r  ones would take whi te f i sh  a l so .  

Ir 

The mesh of the  herring g i l l  nets  should 
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be 2 1/2 to 2 3/4 inches to protect the white- 

fish. The latter size might afford some pro- 

tection to the herring, but anythinp larrer 

n 

would let all the herring throuyh. 

None of the gill net and seine fishermen 

are wholly dependent on thar. method of i’ishing. 

Some of them use hoop nets, but  the rna,jority 

are also farmers. 

The herring are all salted and sold in the 

neighboring region. They are put up in half 

barrels, holding about 225 fish each, which 

aell at $3. to $3.50 a half barrel. 

They never see any young herring in this 

region. 

The whitefish run into this part of‘ the 

bay practically with the herring. They may 

arrive 2 or 3 days ahead, but when first seen, 

they reckon on seeing the herring very soon 

. 
* 

afterwards. . They are taken with the herring 

in the seines. Only the one kind of seine is 

used here . 
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b 

used here . 
The g i l l  n e t s  for whi tef i sh  a r e  the  same 

t h a t  a r e  used ou t s ide ,  the mesh being 4 1/2 in.  

The whi te f i sh  average about 3 pounds i n  

weight. They run ap  t o  8 pounds, but t he re  

a re  not many of' t h a t  s i ze .  

Never saw any spawn runninr f rom them i n  

October, but has seen spawn wnnin? i n  November. 

The whi te f i sh  spawn i n  18 inch t o  3 f e e t  

of water,  on the rocks  alonp; t he  border o f  the 

shores---f la t  limestone ledges,  w i t h  many 

crevices .  They can be seen t h i c k  i n  such 

placea eometimes i n  IJovember. H a s  seen them 

himsel f ;  never i n  the day time, but a t  n igh t ,  

by means of  a l a n t e r n .  Can a l s o  hear  the 

s l a t t i n g  of t h e i r  t a i l s .  

It  i s  a l s o  poss ib le  that they may spawn i n  

deeper water than t h a t  mentioned, but i t  1s not 

pO88ible  t o  observe them below 3 f e e t .  Has 

never looked f o r  the eggs, but has seen the 

f i eh  88 desoribed when out looking t o  see if 

e 
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d 
any f i s h i n g  was going on. 

They may be observed during about 3 n igh t s  

spawning as above, when the height seems t o  

have passed, although a few may occur l a t e r .  

Thinks the height  of the  spawninf aomes gener- 

a l l y  between November 4 and 10. 

They never see t h e  young i n  the  spring. 

Most of' the  shores i n  t h i s  pa r t  o f  the  bay 

have the limestone ledges o r  f l a t s ,  above 

described. 

(This  would be a most i n t e r e s t i n g  p l a c e  

t o  study the spawning h a b i t s  o f  t he  w h i t e f i s h ) .  

They do not see other  f i s h e s  about these  

ledges. 

It is only since they have planted f r y  i n  

this r eg ion  tha t  they have seen the l a rFe r  

whitef ish.  The fishermen can d i s t ingu i sh  

between the nat ive  and the planted f i s h .  The 
c 

former do not grow above 4 pounds, and t h e i r  

s c a l e s  a r e  amaller. The planted  f i s h  come 

from Lake Erie. 
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H e  h a s  never seen rough f i s h  on t h e  

spawning grounds of' t he  w h i t e f i s h ,  but h i s  

experience i s  l i m i t e d .  

8 

P l a n t s  of w h i t e f i s h  have been made all 

t h e  way between P i c t o n  and the head o f  t h e  

Bay of  Quint&. 

During t h e  p a s t  20 y e a r s  whitefish have 

never been s o  abundant as a t  p re sen t .  During 

a p a r t  of  t h i s  pe r iod ,  say about 15 years ago, 

they were so sca rce  tha t  it did not pay t o  f i s h  

f o r  them. Not a f isherman i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  

who does not acknowledge t h e  cood that  has 

r e s u l t e d  from p l a n t i n g  f r y .  

Not over half a dozen salmon t r o u t  are 

t aken  i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  any f a l l .  Some fry 

have been planted here,  but not i n  the b e l i e f  

that  they  would s tock  t h i s  bay. . 
Sea salmon have been t aken  as  far up as  

Trenton, according t o  the atatenients of' h i s  

father and of  other fishermen. H i s  f a t h e r ' s  

experience would date back about 50 years. 

c 
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They used  t o  spear  them, but he could not say 

d how abundant they were, o r  the  season when they 

occurred.  

Hoop n e t s  a r e  s e t  i n  Mosquito E,ay, Mud 

Creek and a bay near  N o r t h  F t .  The season i s  

from October 1 t o  Apr i l  15 ,  but l a s t  year t!iey 

began t o  s e t  them July 1, t h e  only time i t  has 

been allowed. They a re  continued set  under 

t h e  i c e  d u r i q  the  win ter .  

The f i s h  taken i n  the  hoop n e t s  a r e  b u l l -  

heads,  suckers ,  and some p ike  and perch. 

Black bass w i l l  not  go i n t o  the p l a c e s  where 

these n e t s  a r e  s e t ,  hut they w i l l  en t e r  t h e  

hoop n e t s  if they a r e  set where they occur.  

Black bass w i l l  l e a d  a s  r e a d i l y  a s  any f i sh .  

They w i l l  run  onto  the mud f rom about  blay 15 

t o  about June  10 ,  and perhaps somewhat e a r l i e r  

add l a t e r .  For that reason  it  is perhaps b e s t  
(1 

t o  cont inue  t o  en fo rce  t a k i n g  up hoop n e t s  

A p r i l  15. 

b 

The quantity and va lue  of t h e  bullbeads 
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t aken  i n  the  hoop n e t s  i s  g rea t e r  than those of  

all the o ther  kinds combined. The quant i ty  

of pike and suckers taken does not amount t o  

much r e l a t i v e l y  , but  a n  abundance of' suckers 

could be taken i f '  t hey  paid; t h e i r  value,  

however, i s  low.  

d 

Eullheads dressed sell a t  5 cents  per lb. 

Whitefish round a e l l  a t  4 cents  per I b .  

He thinks the bass spawn when they go on 

the mud. There a r e  a l s o  s a n d y  p laces  near 

a t  hand on which they go a t  t he  same time, and 

they perhaps a l s o  spawn on i t .  Many bass 

run up t h e  rivers before they go on the mud, 

Does not  know the reason. 

Fish about here  for e e l s  durine 4 to 6 

weeks i n  the  spring, beginning about May 1. 

Night l i n e s  are used. This i s  at the  time 

when the "shad. begin t o  run, and these  a r e  

ueed as b a i t  f o r  the eels.  

It 

Bullheads run up t o  1 and 1 l/4 pound8- 

They l o s e  about one-half i n  dress ing-  



There i s  much hook and l i n e  f i s h i n g  

through the i c e  f o r  p i c k e r e l ,  which a r e  m o s t l y  t!B 

sen t  away t o  market. 

The Buffalo F i s h  Co. t akes  near ly  a l l  the 

f i s h  caught i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  except the he r r ing  

There a r e  very few sturgeon i n  t h i s  d i s -  

t r i c t  and they a-..e n o t  f i shed  f o r .  An occa- 

s j o n a l  one i s  caught i n  the seines .  The 

l a r g e s t  he knows o f  was taken some years  aFo 

and weighed 160 pounds. They are  genera l ly  

very much smaller  than t h i s .  

There i s  a good deal of' sport  f i s h i n g  f o r  

bass i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  and some f o r  maskinonce. 

A good many persons engage i n  t h i s  S P O r t ,  in -  

cluding many s t rangers .  

Not many bass a r e  taken i n  the seines.  

Some a r e  caught i n  the  4 1/2 inch g i l l  n e t s .  

They sometimes f i s h  fo r  bass and p i c k e r e l  wi th  
0 

euoh nets o r  l a r g e  he r r ing  ne t s .  Very l i t t l e  

complaint i s  made agains t  t he  market fishermen 
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C I  

0 

i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  but the fishermen and spor t s -  

men work p r e t t y  well together.  

This p a r t  o f  the Fay o f  Quint6 is the  

g r e a t e s t  spawning bed for whitei ' ish,  and they 

should have 

I t  might be 

a l t o g e t h e r ,  

hardship , to  

d i  s t r i c t  . 
Thinks 

every p ro tec t ion  here poss ib le .  

expedient t o  s t o p  whitef ishing here 

and t h i s  would not be a g rea t  

more than 2 o r  3 fishermen i n  t h i s  

t h a t  hoop net  f i s h i n g  has been 

c a r r i e d  on somewhat i l l e g a l l y ,  b..it does not 

consider t h a t  t h i s  k i n d  of f i sh ing  does  any 

harm t o  the more important f i shes .  Thjnks 

t h a t  i t  mielit even be bene f i c i a l  t o  enlarge i t ,  

as it  might be well t o  catch up more of' the  

bullheads. 

He i s  of the opinion tha t  i t  would be bes t  

t o  stop a l l  f i sh ing  f o r  w h i t e f i s h  a l l  through 

the  bay up from the gap. 

The whi tef i sh  a re  j u s t  coming into the 

bay. They come i n  here  t o  spawn. The 
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protec t ion  should exteqd t o  the gap, and that 

would require an extens ion o f  the c l o s e  season 
/3 

farther down. Vould not be f a i r  t o  shut o f f  

only h i s  d i 8 t i ' i c t .  I t  would be drawing the  

line very sharp t o  do so. 


